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NOTES ON TABLES
This data comes from Flight International’s research in association with Flightglobal advisory service Ascend, which compiles the World 
Aircraft Accident Summary, among other safety analysis products. Details of non-fatal incidents are not made available officially by authorities 
in many countries, but Flight International continues to list known significant incidents to maximise the availability of relevant information.  
We accept that the non-fatal listing may be weighted against the airlines of those countries that make safety information more readily available.
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FATAL EVENTS: SCHEDULED PASSENGER FLIGHTS
8 March Malaysia Airlines Boeing 777-200ER (9M-MRO) Over Malacca Strait 12/227 12/227 ER
The Malaysian authorities believe the circumstances of this flight’s disappearance probably suggest deliberate action by a person or persons on board. The aircraft, operating flight MH370 from Kuala Lumpur for 
Beijing, took off shortly after midnight and climbed to FL350. Over the Gulf of Thailand, just after Kuala Lumpur ATC had handed the aircraft over to Ho Chi Minh ATC and the crew had acknowledged the handover call, 
the aircraft’s transponder stopped operating, so MH370 was no longer visible to ATC on secondary radar. The MH370 crew never contacted HCM. No more automatic ACARS transmissions were received after one 
was received in the early climb. On military primary radar the aircraft was seen to turn west and fly across the Malaysian peninsula, then head northwest over the Malacca Strait before contact was lost. Inmarsat es-
timates the aircraft, when over the Andaman Sea, turned south towards the open Indian Ocean. This was deduced from automated aircraft responses to “handshake” signals from Inmarsat satellites. The aircraft’s 
handshake responses contained no data, but the aircraft’s range from the satellite could be deduced each time. These range “pings” each provide a long arc on the globe’s surface, somewhere along which the air-
craft must be. This happens each time the handshake takes place, so together with the primary radar data showing the aircraft’s early track and speed, this enables an estimated plot of the aircraft’s track to be pro-
posed. The last satellite response received came shortly after 08:00 Malaysia time – about the time the aircraft would have run out of fuel. Searches have been conducted in the Indian Ocean to the west and 
northwest of Australia, but have so far found nothing on the surface or sea bed. The search was suspended in May during winter but resumed in September. The aircraft remains missing and no wreckage has been 
found. The crew and passengers are missing, presumed dead.

24 July Air Algerie Boeing MD-83 (EC-LTV) SE of Gossi, Mali 6/110 6/110 ER
En route from Ouagadougou in Burkina Faso to Algiers, the aircraft encountered a line of storm cells over the Burkina/Mali border and turned to navigate past them. With the autopilot and autothrust set to maintain 
FL310, it appears the aircraft, operated by Spanish carrier Swiftair for Air Algerie, entered an area of descending air and/or severe icing associated with nearby storm clouds. The autothrust reacted by increasing 
power, but thrust was insufficient to maintain height and speed, and pitch attitude increased gradually with the autopilot still engaged. The aircraft eventually lost flying speed with its trimmable horizontal stabiliser 
still commanding a nose-up attitude, then entered a descent with the autopliot engaged, autothrust disconnected and thrust at idle. The aircraft’s attitude eventually changed, reaching 80˚ nose down and 140˚ left 
bank, with crew control inputs commanding nose-up and right-roll. Impact with the ground occurred about 3min after the flight began to be unstable, and in the last 20s of the descent the engines began winding up 
toward full power. The aircraft had been leased from the Spanish carrier Swiftair for the summer.

28 December AirAsia Indonesia Airbus A320 (PK-AXC) Java Sea between Sumatra and 
Borneo

7/155 7/155 ER

The aircraft took off at 05:35 local time and reached its 32,000ft cruising level en route Surabaya, Indonesia to Singapore. At 06:12 the crew advised Jakarta ATC that there was bad weather ahead and they wanted 
to climb to 38,000ft and alter course to avoid storms. That was the last transmission by the crew. Five minutes later the aircraft’s radar return disappeared, and at 06:18 the A320’s ADS-B signal was lost. The 
Indonesian authorities are conducting a search with multinational resources. Some floating wreckage from the aircraft has been found in the sea.

FATAL ACCIDENTS: REGIONAL AND COMMUTER AIRLINES
16 February Nepal Airlines DHC Twin Otter 300 (9N-ABB) ER Jumla-Pokhara, Nepal 3/15 3/15 ER
Hit high terrain in cloud and deteriorating weather that included embedded cumulonimbus. Investigators say the accident was caused by a crew loss of situational awareness.

AA airfield approach/early descent
AAIB UK Air Accidents Investigation 
Branch
AAL above airfield level
ACARS automatic communication 
addressing and reporting system
ADC air-data computer
ADF automatic direction finder
AF air force
AGL above ground level
AMSL above mean sea level
AOA angle of attack
ASI airspeed indicator
ATC air traffic control
C climb
C-B circuit breaker
CFIT controlled flight into terrain
CNK cause not known
CVR cockpit voice recorder
DME distance measuring equipment
ECAM electronic centralised aircraft 
monitor

EFIS electronic flight-instrument 
system
EGPWS enhanced ground proximity 
warning system
EGT exhaust gas temperature
EICAS engine indicating and  
crew alerting system
ER en route
ETOPS extended-range twin 
operations
FAA US Federal Aviation 
Administration
FDR flight data recorder
FL flight level = altitude, in 
hundreds of feet, with international 
standard pressure-setting (ISA) of 
1013.2mb set on altimeter (eg 
FL100 – altimeter reading of 
10,000ft with ISA set)
FMS flight management system
G on ground
GPU ground power unit

GPWS ground proximity warning 
system
HP high pressure
IFR instrument flight rules
IMC instrument meteorological 
conditions
ILS instrument landing system 
ISA international standard 
atmosphere – sea level pressure of 
1013.2hPa and standard temp -
erature/pressure lapse rate with 
altitude
L landing
LP low pressure
MEL minimum equipment list
MTOW maximum take-off weight
NDB non-directional beacon
NTSB US National Transportation 
Safety Board
PAPI precision approach path 
indicator
PAX passengers

PF pilot flying
PNF pilot not flying
RA runway/final approach
SID standard instrument departure
TAWS terrain awareness and 
warning system
TO take-off
TOGA press-button selected take-
off/go-around thrust
VASI visual approach slope indicator
VFR visual flight rules
VHF very high frequency
VMC visual meteorological 
conditions
VOR VHF omni-range navigation 
beacon
V1 take-off decision speed

Conversion factors
1nm = 1.85km
1ft = 0.3m
1kt = 1.85km/h
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23 July TransAsia Airways ATR 72 (B-22810) Nr Makung, Penghu Islands, Taiwan 4/44 4/54 RA
While attempting a night VOR approach to runway 20 at Makung the crew notified ATC that they were going around, but the aircraft was too low and hit trees about 500m short of the runway and 500m left of the 
 extended centreline. The weather was bad, affected by the passage of Typhoon Matmo, with 800m visibility, heavy rain and gusting wind. Press reports say a thunderstorm was stationary over the airfield. The flight 
had been delayed by 1.5h because of the weather at Makung.

10 August Sepahan Airlines HESA IrAn-140 (EP-GPA) Tehran Mehrabad airport, Iran 6/42 6/42 C
Almost immediately after take-off from runway 29L the aircraft veered right and crashed about 1.5km (1 mile) northwest of the departure end of the runway. Local press reports suggest the right engine failed after 
V1. The weather was hot and clear, with a temperature of 38˚C (100˚F). Mehrabad’s elevation is 3,962ft.

20 September HeviLift DHC Twin Otter (P2-KSF) Mount Lawes, Nr Port Moresby, 
Papua New Guinea

2/2 2/7 AA

The aircraft crashed into Mount Lawes close to its peak while positioning visually to land at Port Moresby. The weather was rainy with low cloud, and the mountain was shrouded in cloud at its peak. The aircraft was 
on an IFR flightplan but some 32nm (60km) from PM it was cleared for a visual approach. ATC repeated several times during the descent that the flightcrew must maintain visual contact with terrain, and join via a 
left base leg to land on runway 14R. When closer the captain radioed that he was “running into a bit of cloud” and was going to position to join an ILS for 14. Actually, under the circumstances, he could not have 
made a visual intercept of the ILS from his position, and ATC reissued the warning to stay visual with terrain. The alternative would have been to climb and ask for radar vectors to join the ILS.

FATAL ACCIDENTS: NON-PASSENGER FLIGHTS
18 January Trans Guyana Airways Cessna Grand Caravan (8R-GHS) Mazaruni region, Guyana 2 2 ER
This cargo flight crashed in forest not long after take-off from OIive Creek bound for Imbaimadai. The pilot put out a mayday call stating that the aircraft was going down.

17 February Global Air Connection BAe 748-2B (5Y-HAJ) Rabkona airport, South Sudan 1 4 L
The aircraft was chartered by the International Organisation for Migration, which reports that it veered off the runway and across a ditch. One of its wings hit vehicles, causing a fire.

8 April Hageland Aviation Services Cessna Grand Caravan (N126AR) 50km SE of Bethel, Alaska, USA 2 2 ER
The aircraft entered a steep descent during crew training manoeuvres in good daylight weather and hit the ground.

8 May Aliansa Douglas DC-3 (HK4700) North of San Vicente del Caguán, 
Colombia

5 5 ER

The aircraft was operating a cargo flight from Villavicencio to Florencia but came down in high terrain north of San Vicente. Official casualty reports say there were five crew on board, but press reports maintain there 
were six.

2 July Skyward International Aviation Fokker 50 (5Y-CET) Nairobi International airport, Kenya 4 4 C
The aircraft veered left after a night take-off from runway 06, lost height and crashed into a building about 2,000m (6,560ft) beyond the runway end and 1,000m left of the extended centreline. It was destroyed by fire.

23 August Doren Air Congo Let L-410 (9Q-CXB) Nr Kalika, DR Congo 2 2 ER
The aircraft disappeared en route from Kavumu airport, Bukavu to Kama, and was later found crashed and burned in a remote part of the Kahuzi-Biéga National Park about 30km (18 miles) southwest of its depar-
ture point. It was carrying about 1,500kg of cargo.

30 August Ukraine Air Alliance Antonov An-12 (UR-DWF) Nr Tagrambait, Algeria 7 7 C
The aircraft, en route from Tamanrasset to Malabo, Equatorial Guinea and carrying a load of oil drilling equipment, crashed with no distress call in the desert about 15km (9 miles) south-southwest of Tamanrasset. It 
was a clear night and there was a long wreckage trail over the flat ground it crashed on.

31 August Safari Express Cargo Fokker F-27 (5Y-SXP) Nr Kogatende, Tanzania 3 3 ER
En route from Mwanza to Nairobi, Kenya, the aircraft was lost with no communication while in cruise at FL140 over Serengeti National Park.

29 October Skyway Enterprises Bombardier Short 360 (N380MQ) Maho Bay, St Maarten, Netherlands 
Antilles

2 2 C

After a night take-off from runway 28 at St Maarten in poor weather, the aircraft crashed into the sea about 5km (3 miles) beyond its departure point. 

14 November Global Air Connection BAE Systems HS748 (5Y-BVQ) Panyagor/Kongor airstrip, South 
Sudan

2 3 L

The aircraft touched down about 300m short of the runway and hit some small houses under the approach path, coming to rest 20m from the threshold where it burned out.

28 December Air Services BN Islander (8R-GHE) Position uncertain, Guyana ? 2 ER
The aircraft took off from Mahdia bound for Karisparu, and was declared missing when it did not arrive. A search continues.

28 December Unconfirmed Antonov An-26 DR Congo nr border with Burundi 6 6 ER
The aircraft was on a night cargo flight from Bujumbura, Burundi to Pointe-Noire, DR Congo when it hit high ground.

French investigators determined that an Air Algerie MD-83 lost over Mali entered a rapid spiral descent from which it failed to recover
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SIGNIFICANT NON-FATAL ACCIDENTS (ALL OPERATIONAL CATEGORIES)
2 January Nature Air Bombardier Dash 6 (TI-BFN) La Fortuna airport, Costa Rica -/- 2/? L
The aircraft overran the runway and the nose gear collapsed.

5 January Air India Airbus A320 (VT-ESH) Jaipur International airport, India -/- 5/168 L
Touched down on soft ground to the left of runway 27 in fog with a visibility of about 200m, before receiving substantial damage when it veered further left and its port wing struck a tree. The aircraft had diverted 
from Delhi, where poor visibility precluded landing, and it is understood to have had insufficient fuel on board to divert elsewhere from Jaipur. Runway 27 has a Cat 1 ILS.

10 January Carson Air Fairchild Metro (C-FJKK) Regina airport, Saskatchewan, 
Canada

- 2 L

The aircraft touched down about halfway along the runway in poor visibility with a 5kt tailwind and a contaminated surface. It overran the end by about 100m (328ft).

18 January Aeronaves McDonnell Douglas DC-9F (XA-
UGM)

Plan de Guadelupe airport, Mexico - 3 L

The aircraft landed at night in poor visibility about two-thirds of the way along the runway and ran off the left side.

29 January Air Greenland DHC Dash 8-200 (OY-GRI) Ilulissat airport, Greenland -/3 3/12 L
The crew expected a crosswind on landing and checked the threshold wind frequently as they carried out their choice of an NDB approach to runway 07. On short final the wind was reported from 140˚ at 26kt, 
 gusting 39kt. On landing the left main gear failed – an investigation later determined it was a stress failure. The aircraft swung left off the runway and down a slope to rocks, and the crew ordered an evacuation.

1 February Garuda Indonesia Boeing 737 (PK-GFW) Juanda, Surabaya, Indonesia -/- 6/104 TO
Tread from the aircraft’s left outer main gear tyre was shed during the take-off run. At the destination, the crew carried out a fly-by with the gear down in front of the tower to see if damage was visible, then landed on 
runway 28. During the landing roll the tyre failed and debris caused major damage to the left spoilers, thrust reverser, wing underside and aft fuselage.

1 February Lion Air Boeing 737-900 (PK-LFH) Juanda-Surabaya airport, Indonesia -/5 7/215 L
The aircraft bounced four times during its landing on runway 28, also triggering the tailskid indicator, smashing the nosewheel and bursting a main gear tyre. The final touchdown registered nearly 4g and caused 
 fuselage wrinkling aft of the wing. The surface wind was reported to be 270˚ at 16kt

2 February East Air Airbus A320 (EY-623) Kulob, Tajikistan -/- 6/186 L
Inbound from Moscow Domodedovo, the aircraft carried out a daytime approach in heavy snow. It overran the runway end into deep snow and suffered major damage.

13 February Jetstar Asia Airbus A320 (9V-JSN) ER over Java, Indonesia -/- ?/? ER
Unintentionally flew, at night, through volcanic ash cloud downwind of Mount Kelud, sustaining major damage to both engines. However, they continued to function. The aircraft landed safely at Jakarta.

17 February Jet2 Boeing 737-800 (G-GDFC) Funchal airport, Madeira, Portugal -/- 7/175 L
The aircraft suffered windshear on short final approach to runway 05, owing to a variable crosswind from the left reported at 330˚ at 14kt, gusting to 24kt, caused by the fact that the runway is on the lee side of high 
ground when the wind is from that direction. The captain persisted with the approach despite the fact that a high sink rate developed just before touchdown, and the aircraft bounced on landing. The aircraft came to 
a halt safely, but suffered a tail-scrape and some fuselage deformation.

22 February Travel Service Airlines Boeing 737-800 (OK-TVT) Lajes airport, Azores -/- 6/164 L
The flight was from Prague, Czech Republic to Montego Bay, Jamaica, with a planned fuel stop at Lajes. The wind at Lajes was strong, gusting and variable with a crosswind from the right. The aircraft encountered se-
vere windshear and turbulence in the last 5nm (9km) of the approach to runway 15. The aircraft touched down hard on the main and nose gear simultaneously, bounced and touched down a second time with a de-
celeration of 3.5g that caused damage to the undercarriage and fuselage frames.

25 February Guicango Embraer Brasilia (D2-FFZ) Nr Lukapa airport, Angola -/- 3/14 ER
A technical issue – thought to be engine problems – developed en route from Luanda to Dundo, forcing the crew to attempt a diversion and emergency landing on runway 18 at Lukapa. The crew lost directional 
 control on the wet runway, veered right and came to rest on rough ground, sustaining substantial damage.

On 10 August 2014, Sepahan Airlines’ sole airworthy IrAn-140-100 was involved in a fatal crash near Tehran Mehrabad airport
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13 March US Airways Airbus A320 (N113UW) Philadelphia International airport, 
USA

-/2 5/149 TO

FAA sources unconfirmed by the NTSB say the crew failed to input essential performance data into the FMS before take-off. Shortly after unstick from runway 27L the captain abandoned the take-off and the nose-
wheel touched down first, causing its collapse. The aircraft came to rest partly off the runway.

11 April Kenya Airways Embraer 190 (SY-FFC) Dar es Salaam, Tanzania -/- 6/49 L
The aircraft ran into a heavy rain shower on short final approach to runway 23, and the captain took control from the co-pilot who had lost sight of the runway. On landing the aircraft veered right off the runway before 
returning to it. The aircraft suffered major damage.

20 April Blue Bird Aviation Fokker 50 (5Y-VVJ) Guriel landing strip, Somalia - 3 L
The aircraft landed long and ran off the end of the runway at high speed. The left wing failed and broke away.

24 April Wasaya Airways Beechcraft 1900 (C-FWXL) Sachigo Lake airport, Ontario, 
Canada

-/- 2/9 C

The crew heard “wind noise” soon after take-off and suspected a door failure despite getting no warnings. When a crew member went to check it, the main cabin door “popped open” about 25cm and the door warn-
ing light came on. The crew elected to turn back and declared an emergency. On approach the door had opened fully, and it separated on landing.

8 May Ariana Afghan Airlines Boeing 737-400 (YA-PIB) Kabul International airport, 
Afghanistan

-/- 5/130 L

The aircraft overran the end of runway 29 by about 300m, destroying the ILS localiser array. The aircraft encountered heavy rain on short final approach and the runway was wet.

10 May IRS Airlines Fokker 100 (5N-SIK) Kwasi Posa, Nr Magaria, Nigeria -/- 2 ER
The aircraft was carrying out a post-maintenance (C-check) ferry flight from Bratislava, Slovakia to Kano, Nigeria. Shortly after waypoint GANLA on airway UA604, the crew reported an unspecified system problem that 
appears to have affected navigation, because they got lost in a sandstorm. Fearing that they would run out of fuel, the crew force-landed on flat ground, and the right main landing gear and nosewheel collapsed.

7 July Air Asia Airbus A320 (9M-AQA) Brunei International airport, Brunei -/- 7/102 L
The aircraft ran off the runway to the left and the engines suffered ingestion damage. There was light rain and 3,000m daylight visibility.

10 July Precision Air ATR 72 (5H-PWA) Kilimanjaro airport, Tanzania -/- 4/36 ER
The No 2 engine failed in the cruise on a flight from Mwanza to Dar es Salaam, and the crew elected to divert to Kilimanjaro. The aircraft made a normal night touchdown on runway 09, but after selecting ground idle 
on the No 1 engine the crew lost directional control and the aircraft ran off the runway to the left.

28 September Air Labrador DHC Twin Otter (C-GKSN) La Tabatiere airfield, Quebec, 
Canada

-/- 2/17 L

The aircraft landed about halfway along the 540m (1,770ft) gravel runway in daylight and good visibility. Worried that he could not stop before the runway end, beyond which is a 20m drop, the captain turned the air-
craft off the side, hitting a runway sign with the right propeller and impacting another obstruction with the right forward fuselage.

25 October Biega Airways Let L-410 (9Q-COT) Shabunda, DR Congo 2 2 L
The aircraft landed more than 800m short of the runway in daylight VMC.

6 November Jazz Bombardier Dash 8 Q400 
(C-GGBF)

Edmonton International airport, 
Canada

-/- 4/71 L

The aircraft had suffered a right main gear tyre burst during take-off from Calgary for Grande Prairie, and the crew decided to divert to Edmonton. On touchdown the starboard main gear collapsed, the right propeller 
hit the ground and blades penetrated the fuselage. The crew had moved passengers to seats away from the starboard propeller disc plane, so no-one was hurt.

4 December Tropic Air Cessna Caravan (V3-HHU) Belize City airport, Belize -/- 1/5 L
Overran the runway into the sea

The crew of a Transasia ATR 72-500 called for a go-around at Taiwan’s Makung island airport while at an altitude of just 72ft
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